[Concern about the safety of erythropoietin in cancer patients].
Erythropoietin has been shown to shorten survival in cancer patients under certain circumstances. Possible mechanisms are an increase in thrombotic events, tumour progression, and induction of angiogenesis. The FDA advises its use in oncology only as a replacement for blood transfusions in patients receiving chemotherapy. In these patients, a rise in haemoglobin above 7.4 mmol/l should be avoided.